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Cheerful! We should rather think so!
Incking ratifiontions. As a majority of the
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Whe Backed Napoleon Qutof Mexleo!
From the N. ¥. Herald,

to séttle those olaims rather than to
::::mm ontstanding. On the other hand,
if this be wo, why do we see nothing of it in
the sotaal protocol !

party are radicals, and as his rivals for the
sucoeesion will probably be radioals, he has
made a dexterous emongh move in coolly
mounting this radical hobby. General Grant

And who denfes that they have esaroed their
boliday? Whaere was ever a mors hard-work-
ing, industrions, willing, aud ocontented
population than our Irish one? Where was

UNION PACIFIC
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NOW COMPLETED,

‘Who backed Louis Napoleon out of Mexioco!
We have had & brochure from the Chevalier
James Watson Webb, onr Minister at Brazil,
in whioh he claims that he s the great man;
that he arranged between the Emperor Napo-
loom apd the President of the United States

there ever, on the whole, an honester and
better temperad one! To-day we will not
gpeak of their fanits, and we are glad to say
they bave them in plenty like the reat af ns,
for withont vices we ocouldn’t have virtnes,
and shouldn’t be human. We give 'em a

That convention starts with the assumption
that nothing 1s eattled. [t supposes It to ba a
matter of npoertainty whether tha Alabama
olalms onght to be paid st all, It provides
tbat these claims when pressnted shall be
acted on, not as & class, but (ndividaaslly, and

degires not enly to bs renomnated by the R 4-
nblioavs, bat to be retleoted; and he oalen-
ates, with apparent good resson, that the
vegro vots will be given to the Republisan

party. In & very closa contest, the negro

the Frenoh evscustion, and that the Secretary
of Btate (Mr. Seward) "had nothing whatever

jth it. Kvowlng very well, huwavef,'
}?w‘::h :ll the world and the rest of mankind,
a8 honest old Zack Taylor would express il
ghat the Chevalisr Webb has been s diplo-
matio highflyer and a pencock with a very long
tall of the most brillisat plamage, we oonid
Dot accept this claim on his part that to him
gxolusively belongs all the honor and power
and glory of backing Napoleon out of Mexioo,
Having, too, a vague recolléotion that the vol-
nteer voyage of the Chevalier Wikoff aoross
the Atlantio in the fall of 1565 was in some
way oonneoted with this Mexioan qnestion,
we oalled upon bim for the faots conneoted
with that mission to Napolson, and now, as
yebutling testimony sgainst the Chevalier
Webb, we have those facts, Graocefully re-
sponding to our request, the letter
from the Chevalier Wikoff, like =&
well-directed sbot from a heavy oolam-
biad, not only strikes the Chevaller Wabb
between wind and water, but shivers his tim-
bers and sloks him. To change the figure,
the Jack-in-the-box Webb haviog jamped np
full length on this Mexioan question, the Che-
walior Wikoff has modestly stepped forward
and shut him down sgain, and fastened the
1id over him—and there he is. Itls neatly

ne.
o‘I‘hc letter of Wikofl, in every sense an ad-
mirable letter, is in one view a very valaable
one, and that is as & contribution to the inside
history of Napoleou's abandonment of his
grand Mexioan idea. The conferences in the
gummer of 1565 between Wikoff and M. Mon-
tholon, the French Minister at Washington,
and the conversations of Wikoffand President
Johnson and (teneral Grant, for the informa-
tion of Montholon —the Becretary of Btate at
that time lying atill prostrate from the
wounds of the assassin Payne—and the whole
shain of ciroumstances which resalted io
Wikof's volunteer mission to Napoleon,
thongh only briefly sketched by the writer, are
exceedingly interesting as parts of the hitherto
unpublisbed inside history of the Mexican set-
tlement with Napoleon. We now know dis-
tinotly the impression made upon the Govern-
ment and the French Minister at Washington,
by the public opinion throngh the public
of this conntry, with the collapse of onr
thern Rebellion. We see that the views
of General Grant and General Sheridan at that
time ocomcerning the Frenoh occupation of
Mexioo alarmed the French Miniater, and that
in detailing Wikoff to impress all these facts
npon the mind of Napoleon the French Minis-
ter aocted wisely. @ say wisely, bacanse ino
September, 18656, Napoleon, at Biarritz, was
absorbed in European affairs, and especially
jn the grand designs entered into with the
mlt k. Hence the fears of Montho-
that his despatches on the Mexican danger
had escaped, and might escape, that serions
attention from the Emperor which the erisis
and henoe the wisdom of a special

messenger from Washington to the Emperor

on this oan diffioulty.

What was the resuit? On the 18th of O¢-
tober, 1865, by special appointment the day
before at the Tuileries, Napoleon gave an
audience &t Bt. Cload to Wikoff, and & free
eonversation followed, ambracing the political
gitnation at Washington, the dangers of the
Frenoh-Mexican entaoglement, and the Ewm-

ror’'s views and purposes conocerning it.

first visit of the Chevalier Webb to Na-
&olnn on the subject was on the 10th of
'ovember, some three weeka behind Wikof,
0 that, as Wikoff tersely puts it, “Whan Mr,
Webb called on the Emperor he had not oaly
deolded to abandon Mexico, but had settled

w the plan of evaomation.”
ebb.

Mexican patent is an in-
on another man’s patent right. In
this oase he is not the rawock flonrishing his
own ;lwlou;rlnmga n the sun, bat the jack-
daw airing himself in the peacock’s feathers,
Wikoff covsiders it & matter of no conse-
quencs, but we oconsider his letter of very
mttmu%mu in settlinpg Webb, and from
light which it throws on the direot influ-
enced behind the soenes operating on Napo-
leon in behalf of a timely retreat from Mexico.

This settlas
claim restsa on another man’'s

American Feeling on the Alabama Claims.
Fromihe N. Y, Times,
That Mr. Johnson has not correctly inter-

preted to the people of Epgland the feslio
which we of Amrl:u bear them is very cleurs'.
but we hold it to be no less clear that the
extreme reactionary tirade indulged in cer-
tala quarters is quite as grave a misrepreian-
tation of Aﬁ:mm foeling. It is clearly a

to fignre us as glowing with
the fires of fraternal affection toswnrds s(iral.t

Britain; but it s jost as great & wmistaks to
t us a2 burning with regentment and

We t that the wild talk lately in-
Wﬂonﬁng “'the hamiliation of Eag-
" of taking nothing less in the set-

tlement of the Alubawma (1[‘nima is utter!
without suthority, governmenta) 'or popual:i
It s the mere raving of journals aconsiomed

:u'“tumiud extremes om all subjects
nocordingly on this. There is uertlinl;’
no offioial authority for snoch a position. To

terms of settlement for damages
.,:E: by their nature oaunot be reducsd to

individually referred for srbitration in oase of
dispute as to their validity. It is not even
provided that the arbiter shall always be the
game; whereby It might obvionsly happsn
that one olaim would be allowed and another
disallowsd, simply becansge one arbiter intro-
doced the consideration fmte his mind of
“British recognition of Rebal belligerency,”’
aud another did mot. In short—mot to mul-
tiply examples of this sort—it is clear that the
convention (did not express the substantial
public nnderstanding which we of America
presume that the two conntriss have coma to.
As we have already said, a snbstantial un-
derstanding may and generally does guide the
decigion of aconvention. Bat s majority of
the people of the United States appear to be
disgatisfled that this understanding was not
made the fixed basis of agreement, in black
and white. If this be not the nnderatandiog,
aud the promisgory words of the London
T'imes and other orgavs of popular opluion be
only chaff, Great Dritain has herselfl to thaunk
for her conduct, and for the disaster that has
befallen the negotiations,
On the other hand, the pretense of shallow,
gepeational writers, that the United States
are bent on ‘‘the humiliation of Eogland,' fa
entirely without fonndation. We are deter-
mined to ‘‘respect the rights of all nations,
demanding equal respect for our own."” Wae
guppose it to be useless to proceed further in
the npegotiations until the British Govern-
ment makes a formal concession of the validity
of the go-called Alabama claims., If that
concession be ‘“‘hamiliation,” there is some
meaning in this latter cry; but that oan
hardly be ‘‘humiliation’ in a Government
which appears to be voluntarily yielded by its
people.

General Grant and the Fifteenth Amends«
ment,

Promihe N. ¥, World,

The nnequivocal indorsement by General
Grant of the proposed fifleenth amendment,

in his inaugural address, removed all doubts
(if anybody was simple enough to entertain
donbts) of his purpose to identify himself
tully with the Repunblican party, and to give
no offense to the radicals, the most extreme
portion of it. Just betore the inauguration

we took occasion to state that we were under
po illusion on thie subject. We showed that
the force of circumstances wonld make the
administration decidedly Republican. It was
our wish to forestall and dhoouuge aDy at-
tempts, by hopefal and over-civil Democrats

in Congress, to curry favor with the new
Pregident, in the Lope of exerting a back-

gtairs influence on his administration, or of
moderating his policy. Such efforts can have
no other effect than to demoralize the Demo-
cratic party, and abate the spirit and vigor of
that opposition with which it will be the duty
of Demoorats to confront the new administra-
tion from its first hour to its last. Damo-
oratic hopes of (ieneral Grant and the Repub-
lican distrust of him are equally shallow and
ridiculous; and this wae as clear to us before
he had broken his sphinx-like silence as it was
after he had openly eudorsed aniversal negro
suffrage and bad gelected such radioals as
Washburne, Bontwell, and Hoar for places in
his Cabinet. The recent bickerings and grum-
blivgs, to which both parties sttach nundos
imyportance, merely roflle the surface of poli-
tics, a8 the wind does the sea; but when the
tide is coming in, we estimate the futnre level
of the water by the laws which heave up its
ficod rather than by the filfnl agitationa of its
gurface. Oor knowledge of General Grant's
futher aspirations, and of the only means by
which he can hope to realize them, enables nus
to tell, withont any gift of propheoy or much
penetration, what relation he will hold to the
two great political parties. It is the"sheerest
folly for either Democrats or Republicans to
imagine that he will tread in the footsteps of
Pretident Johnson.

General Grant wishes to be re-elected ; and,
like all Preeidents who have cherished this
wish, he will make his first term subservient
to his bopee of a second. To be elected again
he muet be nominated; and the time is past
when he oan expeot & Demoecratic nomination.
Hig first nomination was, no doubt, forced on
the Republicana by thelr fears that if they did
not run him the Demoorats wounld ; bat that
is a fear which they can never entertain a
gecond time. A political party may run an
uncommitted man; but no opposition party
was ever knowno to take up a4 President in
office elected by its opponents, and make
him ite oandidate for re-vlection. The ohief
aim of General Grant, for the ensning thres
years, will be to secure the Republican
nomination in 1872; and it is neeessary to
his success that he should act, in the main,
with the Republican party. FPresident John-
800’s brench with that party was no advan-
tage to Democrate, and we have no desire to
gee the experiment repuatad. It o stirred up
the spirit of rancor that the Republicans were
able to preserve the unity and vigor of their
party, and to carry extreme measures which
they conld not have consumwmated, and would
ot have even dared to proposs, if that stub-
born quarrel had pot been to them a sonrce
of animation aud energy. We have no wish
to see new lify again infused into the deosying
Bepublican party by such menus.

" teenth amendment.

vote wonld be sufisient to tarn the soale in
several of the Northern Biates. Tt might
enable the Republionns to carry the Ootober
eleotions in 1872, and thas virtoally deside
the Presidential elootion. General Grant cares
little for the political rights of tha negroes;
but he is quite willing to be retilested by the
aid-of their votes, which he will nesd badly
enough if he gets another Rapublican nomi-
pation.

There is nothing whioch the Demooratio
party oan de which will condnos more to its
gnecess in 1872 than the defeat of thia fil-
A strennous effort will
easily seoure its rejeotion by Siates enoogh
to lay it decently in ita coffin., As.an en-
conragement to exertion, we quote the fol-
lowing estimate ef ita chancea from a letter
by ‘“Ocoasional' (Forney) to the Philadel-
phia Press:—

“Thefifteanth amendment!, feom presant Indl-
entions will be n pard of the asationnl Constita-
tton within two veurs, and even within & year
Il Georgin should confirm It, and Virginia and
Mississippl be reoconstrunoted in time for ad-
misglon @l the Decemnber sedsing,

“Thire are thirty-seven Siates, Twenty -saven
and three-quarters are thres fourths of the
whole, Of these, the followlog ara ooatrolled

by the Republicans:—Alnbamn, Arkausas,
Filorida, Illlipols, Indiana, Jowa, Kansas,
Louniglana, Maine, Massuchuselts, Mionizan,

Minnesola, Missourl, Nebraske, Nevada, Now
Hampsbire, New York, North Carolioa, Penos
sylvanin Rhode Island Honth Owarolina, Tens
Dosm&. Vermont, West Virginia, and Wiscon-
B1n—25.

“The last Connectliont Legislature was Re
publican, and it i{s supposed another also Re-
publican will be elecied meéxt month, The
presant Demoeratio Legislature of Onlo is an
acoldent that will certainly be cared at unother
elagtlon,

“The three voles nacessury to complete the
work are 1o be got from Conuneoticut, Ohlo, Vir-
ginia, Mississippl, Georgia, and Texas,"

We call upon Democrats in these last-
pamed States to do ‘‘Lheir level best" (we
trugt they do not need our exhortations), and
prevent this hideons debasement of the saf-
frage for the benefit of the Republican party,

The Moral of St. Patrick’s Day.
#rom the N. Y. Tribune,

Looked at throngh aun artist’s eye, it wonld
not be easy to find a sight less exhillarating
than the annual prooession in howor of ths

ood Baint Patrick. Tobe highest npotion of

ecoration that our Irish fellow citizens have
attained to, thus far, would s<em to be a green
velvet shoulder-belt with gold fringe over a
black broadecloth coat—botk coat and shoul-
der-belt considerably the worse for wear; and
they are apparently of the opinion that a pro-
oession three miles long and over has a right
to block up the principal thoroughfars of a
great oity at the busiest time oi day, withount
giving the public any better compensation
than the sight of ten thousand men in suita of
black cloth and stove-pipe hats, with only a
bapper now and then, and an ocecasional band
of indiffurent mueic by way of incident. An
American procession is always interesting,
becaugs the abounding ingenuity of our
prople furnishes decorations and incldents in
plenty. People are contented to give up
their business for three or four hours, or to
sit all day on steps and in baloonies, for the
#ake of seeing smch & procession as that in
honor of the introducton of the Croton water,
or the completion of the Erie Cansl, or for the
successful laying of the Atlantie cable, or for the
first Japanese embassy, These were all splen-
did sights, and worthy of a great city. Bat
we certainly cannot aay that the St, Patrick’s
processions have ever been worth goiong to the
window to see, merely as sights, We gee no
reason why they should not be better than
they are in this respect. Ireland has & his-
tory of her own, and traditions, and great
names; snd why these should not be remem-
bered, on her Saint's day, in various emblem-
atio ways, it is not easy to see. Then, too,
the societies might adopt some pioturesque
uniform, or costume of & sort that should be
striking, or rich, or gay, and so this doleful
monotony of black, long-tailed coats and
stove-pipe hats be broken up. How thisis to
be contrived, it is not for us to say, but, if
onr Irish fellow-citizens wish their great holi-
day to be looked forward to by the people of
New York with pleasure, instead of with, to
gay the very least, indifference, they will take
gome pains to follow out our suggestion an-
other year. At any rate, if no better can be
done, let every ticket of invitation to join the
procession bear upon its face, “New hats re-
quested, and new velvet shoulder-belts.”

But, putting the artistic question wholly to
one side for ihe present, we confess to taking
s grest plensure in Bt. Patrick's Day, aod &
kindly leellnE towards the ugly procession
itself. We like to see human belngs happy st
any time, but in the Irishman’s happiness in
this conntry there is something that ia tonch-
ing to generons sensibilities, as well as meraly
pleasant to see. We enjoy seeing the marbls
walls stop for & day their cllmbing to the sky,
snd the deep foundations stop burrowiog to
the ceptre, when we think that all the basy
workers on them are wiping off their hands
apd faces the dust and grime of toil, and pre-
paring to make & gaudy day of it. We don’t
mind eatipg our dinner for once at & restan-
rant, or toasting the bresd while our wife
mskes the tes with her own hands (seeing
that, in our house, so long as we koow what
good tea is, no other bands but hers ghall
ever make 1) becanse Mary, auvd Mary Any,

cordial baod of welcome, and ara prouad of
this hard-fisted, hard-worksd band of exiles.
We won't even blame them too muoch for
being Demoorata to a man, for as they ander.
stand the word it wounld be strange it they
were not, and no oredit to them sither!| When
they find ount, as they will in time, that the
Democracy they swear by here I8 the same in
principle with the aristocracy that made their
life at home & ourse, and drove them ont of
their pative land to esecape starvation, they
will come over Lo the true Demoorsoy that,
with Grant a3 leader, has saved the rapablio
the sham Democracy under Lee aud S«ymonr
tried to destroy, and they wili come to atay.
For oursslves, we do most ainceraly baliave
that, in time, the emigration te this conntry
of Irish in numbers sufficient to inflaenos, as
they have dous, our manoers, our customs,
apd our polities, will prove of great national
pervioe, Their exile from Ireland has already
begun to repav the ornel mastera of that
beautifnl {sland with sterility for her ancisnt
froitfalness, with famine for her anclent
abundanoe, and with enmity whera, if thera
pever was, at least there might have been,
the warmest friendship. At predent we in
America see the Irish race enffuring unnder all
the fanlta and drawbacks that bave resnlted
from the blighting rule of Eoglish injustios,
bigotry, and greed. Bat the day will surely
come when, under the benign inflaence of
institntions really free, with ample means of
education, and the right to life, liberty, and
the pursuit of happiness secured to them not
merely by the technical law bat by the spirit
of the country as well, they will ripeninto a
generons growth and show all the virtne that
is in them, and renew nnder other but not
alien skies the glories of their earlier day.
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PAPER HANGINGS
WHOLESALE AND RETAIL,

NAGLE, COOKE & EWING,

LATE WITH
Howell & Brothers,
No. 1338 CHESNUT B8treet.

Trade Supplied at Manufacturers’ Prices.
HOWELL & BROS,,
Mapufactiorers and Wholesale Dealers in

PAPER HANCINGCS,

EEMOVED 10

Ros, 3 and 5 RECATUR Street,

BELOW MARKET,

1§ -3 Between Slxth and Beventh stresta,

BEAN & WARD,
PLAIN AND DECORATIVE

PAPER HANCINCS,
No. 261 South THIRD Sireet,

EETWEEN WALNUT AND BPRUON,
FHILADELFHIA,

CUUNTRY WORK PROMPTLY ATTENDED
TO, 218

OOK! LOOK!! LOOK!!!-=WALL PAPERS
aud Linen Wingow Bhades manufao.
wared, the obeapestin theolty, st JOHNSTON'S
Depol, No. 1088 SPRING GARDEN Sureet,
below Eevenin, Branch, No, 307 FEDERAL
Hireet, Camden, New Jersaey. €25

HANDBOME ABsORTMENT OF WALL
Papers sod Window Bhades, 8. I BAL-
ERSTON & BON, No. 02 BPRING GARDEN
Street. 45 8m

CHROMO-LITHOGRAPHS.

P JCTURESB FOR PRESENTSA
A. B. ROBINSON,
No, 910 CHESNUT Bireet,

Has just received exquisite specimens of
ART, BSUITABLE FOR HOLIDAY GIFTS,
FINE DRESDEN "ENAMELS" ON PORUB-
LAIN, IN GREAT VARIETY,
EPLENDID PAINTED PHOTOGRAPHS,™
Including & Number of Cholice Gems,

A BUPERB LINE OF CHROMOS,
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80 YEARS SIX PER CENT.
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DEALERS IN GOVERNMENT SECURITIES,
GOLD, ETC.,

No. 40 South THIRD S8treet,
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LEDYARD & BARLOW
Have Removed their

LAW AND COLLECTION OFFICE

i
No. 19 South THIRD Street,

PHILADELPHIA,

And will continue to give careful attention to
oolleoting and seounring CLAIMS throughout
the United Btates, Britlsh Provinces, and Eu
rope.

Bight Drans and Maturing Paper collected as
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GLENDINNING, DAVIS & (O

No. 48 South THIRD Street,

GLENDINNING, DAVIS & AMORY

No. 2 NASSAU BSt., New York,
BANKERS AND BROKERS,

Direct telegraphic communication with
the New York Stock Boards from the
Philadelphia Dfice. u
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P. F. KELLY & CO.,
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HAYVING 80 YEARS TO RUN,

Principal and Interest Payable in
Gold,

WE ARE NOW SELLING
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PAR AND INTEREST,

Or exchanging for GOVERNMENT BEOURI-
TLES on the followlng terms—

For 81000 1881s, we pay & differenoce of........ 814884
$1000 186%, we puy a differenes of...... :g“
$1000 18648, we pay & dMYerence of....... 15834
$1000 18666, Nov., we pay & Aiff, of....., 159 34
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$1000 1867a, July, welpay a differsnceof L1884
81000 15688, July, we pay adlfferance of 11844

Or in proportion, a8 the mankkel for Govern.
mant Beourities may fluotuats,

WM. PAINTER & CO.,

BANKERS AND DEALERS IN GOVERN.
MENTS, GOLD, BETC.,

No. 36 South THIRD Street.

8w ILADRLPHIA
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No. 35 SouTH THIRD S'rnfsn
PHILADELPHIA.

DEALERS IN
COYERNMENT SECURITIES,
STOCK,GOLD
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Arcounts of Banks, Firms, and Individuals received, sobjed
ko ebiook ot #ight.

INTEREST ALLOWED ON BALANCES.
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FOR
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THE
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 JIFE %
.}I.A‘ﬂmlb OF THE (f())
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.

Thi NATIONAL Lire INSURANCE COMPANY i &
sarporntion charterad by special Act of Congress, ap-
proved July &5, 166%, with a

CASH CAPITAL, $1,000,000, FULL PAID.

* Liberal terma offered to Agents and Sollcitors, wha
are lnvited to uppl&'nl our office,

Full partleulars (o be hud on wpplicstion at our office,
m('ulf.-(ll in the second story of our Banking House,
wheve Clreulars and Pum{:hlu-_u. flly deseribing thy
wvaniages offered by the Company, may ba had,

E. W, CLARK & €0,
No, 35 Sowth Third St

BANKING HOUS K

JarCooxe&(.

Nos. 112 and 114 South THIRD Stree
FEILADELPHIA,
Dealers In all Government Securities.

0ld 5-208 Wanted in Exchange for New
A Liberal Difference alloweds
Compound Interest Notes Wanted.
Interest Allowed on Deposits.
OOLLEOTIONS MADE STOCKS bought and sold
o2 Dommission, 3

Bpecial bosioess avcowmmodations ressrved
Indios; i

We will receive appliosiions for Folicie of L

JAMKE W, TUCKER & CO., PARIL Nasonat Life Inesranee Oom
deflnite form, and to make thote terms of The most far-sf snd Mary June bave asked leave “‘to go sn’ TRUNKS. Aud Otler Frincipal Citl and Le of EReENasats S %
Satilement the “humiliation’’ of one's adver- | leaders nderstand: Ganeral Grant porisolly, | see the perocerion,” or have gons without OVEMENT IN TRUNKS, | _*cdit Arailable Throughout Earope, | sthe Uutied Mates. ul e A
sary, “means war'—as Mr. Thoraton is re- | and they do not yet incline to favor his aapira- | leave. Indeed, our sympathies are socordially IMPR " oMo 11m
to have said. P{?mdenl(irlnl.lwawh- l tlons for a reiletion. They nmominated him | with those excellent maids—oook, chambar- ALL TRUNKS NOW MADE AT P 8. PETERSON & CO = - :
mnrh.i::,. bu:lmiddlm u}: 1;“;, peace,” | onee out of fear that he would be ron by the | maid, snd waiter—that we always save our The “Great Central” Trunk Depot, - “* | GENT.S FURNISHING GOODS,
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